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NEWS AND NOTES 



SIMPLIFIED SPELLING IN KANSAS 

In response to requests from within and without the state for an 
expression of opinion, the Senate of the University of Kansas at a recent 
meeting adopted the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Senate of the University of Kansas recognizes that at 
present the spelling of English is irrational and confusing; that it involves 
much waste of time, and that it would be well if the principal English-speaking 
peoples could agree upon such modifications as would eliminate the worst 
features of the present system without radically transforming it. As to the 
proposals thus far made for the simplification of English spelling, it is the 
opinion of the Senate that agreement is at least doubtful; and pending such 
agreement, the Senate, although approving of the general purpose of such 
proposals, cannot lend its support to any of them. It would, however, approve 
the formation of an international committee representing as authoritatively 
as possible the educational institutions and expert opinions of each of the 
English-speaking countries, for the purpose of recommending such changes as 
this committee should have good reason to think might be adopted in all these 
countries. 

This resolution fully recognizes the economical and educational need 
of spelling reform, approves the taking of steps in that direction, and 
expresses no disapproval of those that have been taken; but in view of 
existing differences of opinion with regard, not to principles, but to 
details only, it calls for action that would presumably operate to recon- 
cile these differences and be authoritative because broadly represen- 
tative. 

The resolution seems wise, conservative, and timely, for spelling 
reform has passed its academic stage and is already a widely recognized 
fact in business and teaching. Universal acceptance of it in some form 
is practically assured; but it is desirable that the accepted forms and 
principles should have such final sanction as is proposed by the Uni- 
versity Senate. 

It may be noted incidentally that some of the proposals made have 
in effect such sanction now; they are recognized by the dictionaries, 
the National Education Association, the Modern Language Association, 
the American Philological Association, the British Philological Society, 
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numerous minor organizations, about two hundred periodicak, and one 
hundred and fifty colleges and normal schools, a majority of the teachers 
in all schools and colleges, and almost all the most eminent individual 
linguistic authorities, British and American, such as Skeat of Cambridge, 
Bradley and Wright of Oxford, Bright of Johns Hopkins, Lounsbury of 
Yale, and Hempl of California. In view of these facts it is not difl&cult 
to forecast what would probably be the action of such a conference as 
is proposed. 

ENGLISH CONFERENCES AT THE UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO 

Chairman, James Fleming Hosic, Head of the Department of English, Chicago Nor- 
mal College, Chicago, Illinois. 

Secretary, Marion Lyons, Teacher of English, Nicholas Senn High School, Chicago, 
Illinois. 

General Topic: "Qualitative Standards in School and College English." 

Friday, April 14, 3:30 p.m. 

"A Survey of Measurements in English," RoUo L. Lyman, Associate Professor 

of the Teaching of English, University of Chicago, Chicago; Illinois. 
"Fundamental Values in the Study of Practical English Composition and of 

English Grammar," Alice T. Bidwell, head of the Department of English, 

Freeport High School, Freeport, Illinob. 
"A Comparative Study of Examination Questions in English," W. Wilbur 

Hatfield, Instructor in English, Chicago Normal CoUege, Chicago, Illinois. 

Saturday, April 15, 9:30 a.m. 

"Fundamental Values in the Study of Literature," Tom Peete Cross, Associate 
Professor of English and Gaelic, University of Chicago, Chicago, Illinois. 
"Fimdamental Values in the Study of Literary Composition," Margaret M. 
Sleezer, Teacher of English, Nicholas Senn High School, Chicago, Illinois. 
"Sifting College Freshmen in English Literatiure," Percy H. Boynton, Asso- 
ciate Professor of English, University of Chicago, Chicago, Illinois. 
Note — ^Provision will be made for free discussion from the floor at both con- 
ferences. 

AN ENGLISH CONFERENCE AT STRATFORD-ON-AVON 

Plans are under way for a conference on English at Stratford-on-Avon 
during the Shakespeare Summer Festival. The character of the meeting 
will be similar to that held at Stratford two years ago. It is hoped that 
the war may be ended before the time for the meeting, and even if it is 
not, that some Americans may find it possible to attend. A special 
advisory committee has been organized under the chairmanship of Sir 
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Sidney Lee. The secretary of the Conference is Miss Dorothy M. 
Macarble, who may be addressed at the Box-Office of the Shakespeare 
Memorial Theater, Stratford-on-Avon, England. 



USEFUL DOCUMENTS 

The long-delayed List of Plays for High School and College Pro- 
duction has at last been issued jointly by the National Council of Teach- 
ers of English and the Drama League of America and will be sold at 
25 cents a copy. Orders may be addressed to the secretary of the 
Council. Recent issues of the Bulletin of the University of South Caro- 
lina are devoted to a critical study of "Henry Timrod," by G. A. Wau- 
chope and an account of "Three Notable Ante-Bellum Magazines," by 
Sidney J. Cohen. Professor C. Alphonso Smith has pubhshed, through 
G. Schirmer of New York, an interesting account of Ballads Surviving 
in the United States. The monograph contains not only the words of 
several ballads but the music as well. American Writers: an Outline 
has been prepared by Raymond W. Pence, of Denison University, 
Granville, Ohio, and may be obtained from him. Lessons in English 
by the Comparative Method, Nos. 1-4, is very suggestive as to the possible 
correlation of English and Latin. The series was prepared by Roland 
G. Kent, of Columbia University, and I. Freeman Hall, superintendent 
of schools in North Adams, Massachusetts. Superintendent Hall 
writes that the pamphlets are undergoing revision. The Kansas Silent 
Reading Test, devised by F. J. Kelly, is issued by the State Normal 
School at Emporia, Kansas. It covers Grades HI-V, VI-VTH and 
IX-XII, each part being obtainable separately, at a very low price for 
quantities. A pamphlet giving a full account of the derivation and use 
of the test is also available. The Proceedings of the Second Annual 
Conference on Educational Measurements, which was held at Indiana 
University on April 16 and 17, 1915, has been pubhshed and may be 
purchased of the University Bookstore, Bloomington, Indiana, for 50 
cents. The Oakland (CaUfornia) Board of Education Bulletin for 
November, 1915, contains a report on "Spelling Efficiency in the Oak- 
land Schools," prepared by J. B. Sears, assistant professor of education 
in Leland Stanford Junior University. A similar report, compiled by 
J. W. Studebaker, assistant superintendent of the schools of Des Moines, 
Iowa, is contained in the annual report of the city superintendent of 
schools, Z. C. Thornburg. The EngUsh courses in both the elementary 
and the high schools of Detroit have undergone thorough revision and 
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are presented in the Hand Book of the Detroit High Schools and the Course 
of Study in English for Elementary Grades, both issued by the Board of 
Education of the city of Detroit. The course for Junior high schools 
is modeled upon the unpubUshed report of the National Joint Com- 
mittee on High-school English. A monograph on the Essential Place 
of Religion in Education has been published by the authority of the 
National Education Association and may be obtained of D. W. Springer, 
the secretary, Ann Arbor, Michigan, at a cost of 30 cents. The material 
for the monograph was gathered by an essay-writing contest. Sug- 
gestions for school and college celebration of the three-hundredth anni- 
versary of the death of Shakespeare have been compiled by a committee 
under the direction of Percival Chubb and published by the Drama 
League of America. The pamphlet, called The Shakespeare Tercente- 
nary, may be obtained at a cost of 20 cents by addressing the League 
at 736 Marquette Building, Chicago. 



ROSTER OF ENGLISH ASSOCMTIONS IN THE UNITED STATES 

National Council of Teachers or English 

President — E. M. Hopkins, University of Kansas, Lawrence, Kan. 

Secretary — James F. Hosic, Chicago Normal College, Chicago, 111. 
Alabama Association of English Teachers 

President — Dr. Charles H. Barnwell, University of Alabama, University, 
Ala. 

Secretary — ^James R. Rutland, Poljrtechnic Institute, Auburn, Ala. 

Treasurer-Editor — C. C. Certain, Poljrtechnic Institute, Auburn, Ala. 
California Association of Teachers of English 

President — Emma J. Breck, University High School, Oakland, Cal. 

Secretary-Treasurer — E. V. Schneider, Oakland High School, Oakland, Cal. 
Chattanooga and Hamilton County Council of English Teachers 

President — ^Anna Fisher, Chattanooga University, Chattanooga, Tenn. 

Recording Secretary — Chloe Thompson, Girls' Preparatory School, Chatta- 
nooga, Tenn. 

Corresponding Secretary — Philip Whittaker, Baylor School, Chattanooga, 
Tenn. 
The Chicago English Club 

President— Frank J. Piatt, Oak Park, 111. 

Secretary — Eva Levy, 5200 Prairie Ave., Chicago, 111. 
Cincinnati Council of Teachers of English 

President — T. W. Gosling, Bloom School, Cincinnati, Ohio 

Secretary — C. E. Thomas, Woodward High School, Cincimiati, Ohio 

Treasurer — Ella Rothe, Peaslee School, Cincinnati, Ohio 
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College Conteeence on English in the Central Atlantic States 

Chairman — James W. Bright, Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, Md. 

Secretary-Treasurer — Edgar C. Morris, Syracuse University, Syracuse, N.Y. 
Des Moines Association of Teachers of English 

Chairman — ^Mrs. Anna L. Burdick, Director of Vocational Guidance, 
Des Moines, Iowa 

Secretary — G. Eunice Meers, North High School, Des Moines, Iowa 
English Section of the Colorado State Teachers Association 

President — Hester M. Smith, North Side High School, Denver, Colo. 

Secretary — Julia D. Ferris, Cheltenham Grammar School, Denver, Colo. 
English Section of the Ohio State Teachers Association 

President — ^May McKitrick, East Technical High School, Cleveland, Ohio 

Secretary — Clara Maetzel, South High School, Columbus, Ohio 

Treasurer — C. E. Thomas, Woodward High School, Cincinnati, Ohio 
English Teachers Association of Northeastern Pennsylvania 

President — M. J. Costello, Technical High School, Scranton, Pa. 

Secretary — Miss Durkan, Central High School, Scranton, Pa. 
Illinois Association of Teachers of English 

President — ^John M. Clapp, Lake Forest College, Lake Forest, 111. 

Secretary — Edward C. Baldwin, University of Illinois, Urbana, 111. 
Indiana Association of Teachers of English 

President — Frances Benedict, High School, Marion, Ind. 

Secretary — Helen R. Lang, Manual Training High School, Indianapolis, 
Ind. 
Inland Emplre Association of Teachers of English 

President — ^William R. Davis, Whitman College, Walla Walla, Wash. 

Secretary-Treasurer — ^H. E. Fowler, Normal School, Lewiston, Idaho 
Iowa Association of Teachers of English 

President — EmUy Porter, Waterloo, Iowa 

Secretary — ^Leota Hatswell, Red Oak, Iowa 

Treasurer — ^Hazel V. Thomas, Estherville, Iowa 
Kansas Association of Teachers of English 

President — ^Lela F. Douthart, Kansas City High School, Kansas City, Kan. 

Secretary — Charlotte M. Leavitt, Washburn College, Topeka, Kan. 
LoinsviLLE Association of Teachers of English 

President — Elizabeth G. Barbour, Girls' High School, Louisville, Ky. 

Secretary — H. B. Moore, Boys' High School, Louisville, Ky. 
Maine Council of Teachers of English 

President — ^W. B. Mitchell, Bowdoin College, Brunswick, Me. 

Secretary-Treasurer — ^Henrietta Roberts, Portland High School, Portland, 
Me. 
Maryland Council of Teachers of English 

President — Willis H. Wilcox, State Normal School, Baltimore, Md. 

Secretary — ^Andrew H. Krug, Baltimore City College, Baltimore, Md. 
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Association op English Teachers of the Memphis City Schools 

President — Mary V. Little, Central High School, Memphis, Tenn. 

Secretary — ^Elizabeth Haszinger, Central High School, Memphis, Tenn. 
Michigan Association of Teachers of English 

President — John R. Brumm, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, Mich. 

Secretary — ^Mrs. G. B. Scott, Sigsbee School, Grand Rapids, Mich. 

Treasurer — ^Estabrook Rankin, Normal School, Ypsilanti, Mich. 
Minnesota Association of Teachers of English 

President — ^J. M. Thomas, University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, Minn. 

Secretary — ^Anna M. Dickson, Central High School, St. Paul, Minn. 

Treasurer — ^Eleanor F. Quigley, Osakis, Minn. 
Missouri Association of Teachers of English 

President — ^Roy Ivan Johnson, Northeast High School, Kansas City, Mo. 

Secretary-Treasurer — ^Amanda Beaumont, Central High School, St. Joseph, 
Mo. 
Montana Council of English Teachers 

President — ^W. F. Brewer, Agricultural College, Bozeman, Mont. 

Secretary-Treasurer — George R. Coffman, University of Montana, Mis- 
soula, Mont. 
Nashville Association of Teachers of English 

President — ^Edwin Mims, Vanderbilt University, Nashville, Tenn. 

Secretary-Treasurer — ^Adelaide Lyon, 117 16th Ave., N., Nashville, Tenn. 
Nebraska Council of Teachers of English 

President — George E. Martin, State Normal School, Kearney, Neb. 

Secretary-Treasurer — ^Estelle R. Morrison, High School, Fairbury, Neb. 
New England Association of Teachers of English 

President — George H. Browne, Browne and Nichols School, Cambridge, 
Mass. 

Secretary — F. W. C. Hersey, Harvard University, Cambridge, Mass. 
New Jersey Association of Teachers of English 

President — ^W. Patterson Atkinson, 92 Edgemont Road, Upper Montclair, 
N.J. 

Secretary — George S. Harris, 27 HiUside Ave., Montclair, N.J. 
New York City Association of Teachers of English 

President — Charles R. Gaston, Richmond Hill High School, Richmond 
Hill, N.Y. 

Secretary — ^William P. Wharton, High School of Commerce, New York City 
New York State Association of Teachers of English 

President — Charles R. Gaston, Richmond Hill High School, Richmond 
Hill, N.Y. 

Secretary — ^Azariah B. Sias, West High School, Rochester, N.Y. 
North Dakota Association of Teachers of English 

President — ^Vernon P. Squires, University, N.D. 

Secretary — ^Blanche L. True, Fargo College, Fargo, N.D. 
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Orao Association of English Teachers 

President — ^J. V. Denney, Ohio State University, Columbus, Ohio 
Secretary-Treasurer — C. E. Thomas, Woodward High School, Cincimiati, 
Ohio 
Oklahoma Council or Teachers of English 
President — F. C. Oakes, Edmond, Okla. 

Secretary-Treasurer — Freeman E. Miller, Agricultural CoUege, Stillwater, 
Okla. 
Oregon Council of Teachers of English 

President — ^Arthur Patch McKinley, Lincoln High School, Portland, Ore. 
Secretary-Treasurer — Rosa B. Parrott, Oregon Normal School, Monmouth, 
Ore. 
Philadelphia English Teachers' Club 

President — John D. Mahoney, West Philadelphia High School for Boys, 

Philadelphia, Pa. 
Secretary — ^F. Irene Steele, Philadelphia High School for Girls, Philadel- 
phia, Pa. 
Treasurer — William L. Kershaw, Northeast Manual Training School, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
Puget Sound English Teachers Association 

President — George N. Porter, Stadium High School, Tacoma, Wash. 
Secretary — Susannah McMurphy, Tacoma, Wash. 
Southern California Association of Teachers of English 
President — Claire Soule, Pasadena High School, Pasadena, Cal. 
Secretary-Treasurer — ^Howard T. Wilson, Gardena Agricultural High 
School, Los Angeles, Cal. 
Summit County (Ohio) Association of English Teachers 
President — A. I. Spanton, University of Akron, Akron, Ohio 
Secretary-Treasurer — ^Inez Parshall, Akron Central High School, Akron, 
Ohio 
Upper Ohio Valley Association of Teachers of English 

President — Fred L. Homer, Central High School, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Secretary-Treasurer — Chester B. Story, Fifth Avenue High School, 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Virginia English Teachers Association 

President — James M. Grainger, State Normal School, Farmville, Va. 
Secretary-Treasurer — Elizabeth Kelley, Norfolk, Va. 
West Virginia Association of English Teachers 

President — ^Walter Barnes, State Normal School, Fairmont, W.Va. 
Secretary-Treasurer — Mary M. Atkison, West Virginia University, Mor- 
gantown, W.Va. 
Wisconsin Association of Teachers of English 

President — George Teter, Madison High School, Madison, Wis. 
Secretary-Treasurer — J. C. Castleman, South Division High School, 
Milwaukee, Wis. 



